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February 13, 2009 HB 4,0([,{

Rep. Kendall Van Dyke, Chairman and members of the Legislative FWP Committee:

For the record, | am Ed Smith, original sponsor of the legislation that created the UGBE
law in 1987.

Because of a previous commitment | am unable to attend this hearing but | want to thank
Rep. Julie French for sponsoring HB 449, which | whole heartily support. | also want to thank
auditor Angie Grove and her staff for conducting an audit of the UGBHE program, based on

a letter | sent to Governor Schweitzer dated June 27, 2008.

I also provided back-up documents supporting allegations | made in that letter that | am sure
will be discussed at the hearing on HB 499.

FWP must be held accountable, no one should be above the law.
I also fully support HB 498.

Sincerely,

Ed Smith
Dagmar, MT 59219
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Feb 19, 2009
House Fish, Wildlife, and Parks Committee
House Bill #499 (Introduced by Julie French)

Comments from Richard Iversen
Sidney, Mt (phone 406-798-7770)

Letter to support HB #499

I fully support the changes to the Upland Game Bird Enhancement Program addressed in
HB #499. Some of the areas [ wish to discuss are:

1. While working for USDA -NRCS for over 35 years, I had the opportunity to
work with the very talented and dedicated Fish, Wildlife, and Parks Dept. staff. We did
lots of upland game bird projects. These were probably all good projects, but one of the
things that often lacked was the follow up that assured these projects were maintained.
This bill will assure that projects are maintained via ongoing monitoring. This bill will
also assure that accountability to the goals of the program is followed via the report due
the department each year under the NEW SECTION # 3.

2. One of the weaknesses in the Upland Game bird Program often was the lack of
local input on types of projects that would be successful. I like the formation of the
ADVISORY COUNCIL. This council is a sure fire way to bring a wide range of views
on how to make a good program even better. I have worked with a variety of advisory
council, such as Conservation Districts, and they serve their purposes very well.

Thank you for your consideration and I encourage you to support HB 499

Richard Iversen
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SORENSON PHEASANT FARM
LeRoy & Colleen Sorenson
617 West Laurel Avenue
Plentywood, Mt 59254
(406) 765-2601

February 16, 2009
Dear Representative Julie French,

As constituents in your district we are writing to you on behalf of the Upland Game
Bird Enhancement Program. As you know we raise and release pheasants within
the program’s guidelines and have been doing so since 1997.

The program offers many benefits to our area in northeast Montana such as
economic growth, land availability for hunting and an increase in bird population.
The economic benefits to our area are overwhelming to our hotels, restaurants, bars
and sporting goods stores to name a few. The program has also opened up more
private property to hunting because the cooperators within the program, those that
have agreed to allow pheasant releasing on their land, are obligated to have their
land available for public hunting. Each year we are finding more landowners that
want to participate in the program therefore opening more land to public access.
These landowners have been very helpful to us as well as the landowners who are in
the Block Management Program. We feel that sustaining and or increasing the
pheasant population is a vital part to both programs and without these elements
there is no need for either program.

In regards to your sponsored bill, HB 499, we support you in this effort and are
completely behind the idea of an Advisory Council. Thank you for your attention to

this matter that is so very important to the livelihood of northeast Montana.

Sincerely,

LeRoy and Colleen Sorenson
Sorenson Pheasant Farm
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We the residents and businesses of He__ 449

Culbertson Froid and Medicine Lake ,
strongly support House Bill 499.
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We the residents and businesses of
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We the residents and businesses of w445 —
Culbertson Froid and Medicine Lake ,
strongly support House Bill 499.
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We the residents and businesses of
Culbertson Froid and Medicine Lake ,
strongly support House Bill 499.
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We the residents and businesses of
Culbertson Froid and Medicine Lake ,
strongly support House Bill 499. ({js w7 Lo loin)

{ "::”,”3//

/W sl boasH Culbertean  MT

STy el ., L

(ﬁ;&ﬁ/ftw(( i (0045 D iU ffluf»u//eﬂﬂ”' f@fm(?(wp/w(,fw il
(ﬁm Car 533( ﬁ)ié ){ /ét( 7%/07\/%1/ ce d. 5?24 C/’)’“L )((/[j(@

/Bjiéfm,c[& W»Llﬁfdéﬂfﬁ 3§5%¢% ezl 1030 f‘/ﬁivw;fé'a(ﬂ 592S L

21

Ve
) | /
& %./7 .f(/ng/“i*—r i!ﬂ(lf /L\\m:i éf vV\b’\/lb/\k\{\( g{\/\k 7Lk)t

/yf/ﬂfé Bt 152 fow'd md imaas

//g_:yé ﬁv* Sx7 /z/ LT Y22 g
sspaudpe £ Frd Al ST

59933

{,C,m,/r,/'

~

/\.,&c@i/«é@c@/z/ﬂ 2 r\%f/(m;V / r%y %WQ /3‘2¥
; — &‘4@”/ MAVW, ﬁuu/ e el . ST

5 < [) o e el Fe W 5922
/7N BN /e A~ - I LT

/“"&;& (WW s« Y s / cor AN ST
- ‘ - T SGL2C

Idjou7 Mok 73 X 3\7 (AN FKCI bl

(/Am j, bl b
> P (e /¥ gzo/}c«,u AL (S TH &

@W e

<R e .
Py 7 e, TR ) \
,,,J,.deo\ff e zwe;\:j r

Aix 73 Frory WE  SIPEC

poylet

a7 - /<” C(

/- / cvw/f LL //Z?"/' Ve |
[Fod Lus £ 336 oodm T saazAt
/ ) / PR N ,

S VA b J, F75 1S e A o ;4 Sﬁf’”’/ /. JO




